
Sunday, December 27, 2020        Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Maple Shade 
First Sunday of Christmas 
Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

A Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas  
All Hymns for this service can be found in the last 9 pages of this bulletin. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
  
CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 

GATHERING SONG Joy to the World 

GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In 
your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Genesis. 1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be 
for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night — and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  

HYMN Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory 

SECOND READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Micah.  2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,  
 who are one of the little clans of Judah,  
 from you shall come forth for me  
 one who is to rule in Israel,  
 whose origin is from of old,  
 from ancient days.  
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time  
 when she who is in labor has brought forth;  
 then the rest of his kindred shall return  
 to the people of Israel.  
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,  
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great  
 to the ends of the earth;  
 5and he shall be the one of peace.  
 If the Assyrians come into our land  
 and tread upon our soil,  
 we will raise against them seven shepherds  
 and eight installed as rulers. 

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem (ST. LOUIS) 



THIRD READING: Luke 1:26-35, 38 
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Luke. 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said 
to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

HYMN Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming 

FOURTH READING: Matthew 1:18-25 
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Matthew. 18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 
her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 
22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

HYMN Of the Father's Love Begotten 

FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-20 
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Luke. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 



HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

SIXTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11 
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from Matthew. 1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:  
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
 for from you shall come a ruler  
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"  
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

HYMN We Three Kings of Orient Are 

SEVENTH READING: John 1:1-14 
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from John. 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God.  
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, 
full of grace and truth.  

HYMN Love Has Come 



RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
Amen. 

APOSTLES' CREED 
The Apostles’ Creed is spoken. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
These prayers are adapted from the ELCA Worship Blog “Worship in the Home” for Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020. 
On this first Sunday after Christmas Day, let us pray for all who are in need, responding to each petition with 
the words “In mercy, redeem the world.” 
A brief silence. 
O God, Abba-Father, Son, and Spirit: bless your church throughout the world with the joy of your salvation and 
with perseverance through this time of limited assembly worship. Make our homes like temples filled with your 
praise. 
We pray for the church, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem the world. 



In the cold north, keep safe your whole creation until springtime arrives. Protect the underground seeds and the 
hibernating animals. Make snowfall into a blessing. 
We pray for the earth, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem the world. 

Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth in every land. Inspire leaders to serve with compassion and 
integrity, caring for the common good. Bring peace within and between the nations. Accompany the United 
Kingdom as it finds its new way forward. 
We pray for the nations, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem the world. 

As 2020 comes to its end, we ask you to help us overcome its heartaches and to welcome 2021 with hope. Keep 
revelers safe from contagion. In the New Year, give all peoples an increase of health and harmony. 
We pray for 2021, gracious God: 
In mercy, redeem the world. 

Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who 
work in older age, and those in need of income, food, or health care. Embrace those isolated by dementia, and 
connect young and old across generations. 
We pray for elders, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem the world. 

This week we remember before you the infants of Bethlehem slain by King Herod. Protect all children around 
the world from abuse, hunger, and abandonment. Give to all children a loving home and stable education, that 
they may grow strong and live filled with wisdom. 
We pray for children, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem the world. 

Come to all who are in need, the hungry, the homeless, the war-torn. Guide us in and through this fearsome 
pandemic. Visit those sick with COVID-19. Comfort all who live with depression or fear. Abide with all for 
whom the holiday season is overwhelmed by sorrow. We pray especially for . . . . 
We pray for all in need, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem the world. 

As Simeon held the infant Jesus in his arms, we now ask you to hold us in your care, O loving God. Adopt us as 
your own, and listen to our silent prayers. 
We pray for ourselves, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem the world. 

We praise you for all who have died in the faith: for the apostle and evangelist John, and for those we name here 
before you. . . . And when our own death approaches, let us depart in your peace, ready to join with all your 
saints in life everlasting. 
We pray for peace at the end, gracious God:  
In mercy, redeem us. 

O God, Abba-Father, Son, and Spirit: as you received the sacrifices of Mary and Joseph, receive now our 
prayers, now and forever.  
Amen. 



PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar 
words. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING Angels We Have Heard on High 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. If you wish to make a 
monetary offering this week you may do so with your regular giving envelopes by mailing them or dropping 
them off at the church. Use the Donate button at www.htlcmapleshade.org to give with PayPal. The third way to 
give each week is through Simply Giving that uses EBT on a schedule you set up with our financial secretary. 
Thank you for your continued generosity toward the furthering of the Gospel at Holy Trinity! 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
The presiding minister leads one of the following or another appropriate prayer. 
Let us pray. 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your 
Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your 
feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
forever. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

http://www.htlcmapleshade.org


SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
You are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
You are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go now in peace. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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