
Funeral Worship for Christian Humphrey     Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Maple Shade 
Funeral without Communion 
Saturday, December 4, 2021 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship. 

INTRODUCTION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly using one or both of these paragraphs, or in similar words. 
Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the source of all mercy 
and the God of all consolation, 
who comforts us in all our sorrows 
so that we can comfort others in their sorrows 
with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
A thanksgiving for baptism may follow. 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
In his baptism,  
Christian was clothed with Christ. 
In the day of Christ's coming, 
he shall be clothed with glory. 

GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister prays the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God of grace and glory, 
we remember before you today our brother Christian. 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



PERSONAL REFLECTIONS 
At this time we will hear the personal reflections from family and friends.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

READINGS 
The assembly is seated. Two or three scripture readings are proclaimed. 

PSALM 25: Psalm 25:4-7 
The reading may be announced: 
4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
 teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth, and teach me,  
 for you are the God of my salvation;  
 for you I wait all day long.  
 6Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,  
 for they have been from of old.  
 7Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  
 according to your steadfast love remember me,  
 for your goodness' sake, O LORD! 

ROMANS: Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 
The reading may be announced: 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any 
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love 
of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 37No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

READING: John 14:1-6 
The reading may be announced: 
1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's house there are many 
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.  

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 



HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept. 
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one communion of saints in the 
body of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin and rise to share the 
new life in Christ. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, that, casting all their 
sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where this world groans in grief 
and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the power of death 
and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives 
we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able to separate 
us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

COMMENDATION 
The ministers take their places at the coffin. The presiding minister leads the commendation. 
Let us commend Christian to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
Silence is kept. 

The presiding minister may place her/his hand on the coffin during this prayer. 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Christian. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, 
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 

Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
A procession may form and leave the church, the ministers leading. 
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